| E 


TH 


Andrew and Feronimy Chfford. 


Narew and Feroinmy Clifford, being greatly injur'd by grievous Fines, and 

a long Impriſonment at Surinam, by the Dutch, contrary to the Articles 

of Peace, Petitioned the Jaſt Parliament for Relief, and a Committee 

was appointed to Examine the truth of it, which appearing plain to 
then, they prepared a Report in his favour, which the Chairman was ready to 
make to the Houſe, but the Durch Ambaſlador, by his Agents, interpoſed, and 
promiſed Satisfa&tion, whereupon the Committee Adviſed them to deſiſt profe- 


' cuting their Peticion any farther, and to apply to His Majeſty for His Regommen- 


b 


dation to the States-General for Relief, which they did. {698 

The Secretary of State, by His Majeſty*s Order the 13th of June Wt, wrote® 
he Ambaſſador for thas purpoſe, and his Exccttency Sir Foſeph Williamſon che 
of September Wt delivered in a Memorial to the States-General purſuant to the faid 
Orders, and Feronimy Ciifford the 19th of Seprember WW Peticioned the States Ge- 
neral by the Penſionaries Order for Relief, but his Excellency never received any 
Anſwer, nor could the faid Cliford obtain any Redreſs, though he was in Perſon 
there,and follicited @ months and more for it. 

eronimy Clifford and his Father, conceive, and are adviſed, that their Caſe is a 

Publick Caſe, like that of Major Bamnifer in Surinam, and fuch as the States-General 
-_ ___ by the Articles of the Treaty of Peace in Az» 1667, and 1674, to fee 

edreſled. » | 

And therefore humbly pray this Honourable Houſe will be pleafed to take the 
Premiſes - into Conſideration, and to afford ſuch Effectual Relief, as in their great 
Wiſdom ſhall ſeem meet, &c. _ = 


May 17. 1698. 
A True Copy of the Repert prepared laſt Seſſron of Parliament. 


H E Committee have Examined the Matter of the Petition, and find, tl1at the 
Petitioners are Engliſhmen, and were Inhabitants in Surinam when it was taken 


| by. the Dutch Anno 1667 ; And that by the 6th Article ol the Capitilacion all the 


Inabitants were to have and enjoy all equal Priviledges as the Necherlanders thac ſhould 
Cohabit with them ; And by the 7th Article, That in Caſe any Inhabitants of that 
Colony ſhould then or thereafter intend to depart thence, he ſhould have power rg 
{ell his Eftate ; and the Government in ſuch Caſe ſhould procure, that he he Tranl{- 
ported at a Moderate Freight, together with his Eſtate. 

Lhat the Governor and Council of Surinam Fined Feronimy Clifford 300053 pound 
weight of Sugar, and Charges of Suit,. and to beg Pardon on his Knees tor Repre- 
enting his Grievances to them by Petition, which in the following Sentence 1s called 
a Gracious Sentence. 

That the ſaid Feronimy was (whilſt he was in Priſon) proſecuted Criminally for 
Preſenting another Petition to the Governor and Council concerning kis pprenon 

ar 
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and Injuries relating chiefly to a Conteſt about the Sale of a Negro the 4th of 7a. 
nuary 1692, wherein as it is there alledged, many ditorderly Words are found, and 
amongſt the reſt, that he threatned the Government with thele Words : Thar in 
Caſe the Honourable Court keeps him any longer in Priſon, he ſhall be forced to 
uſe ſich other Means as he ſhall be adviſed for Relief. And further alledginp 
That the Petitioner Feronimy had publickly accuſed the Governor of unjuſtly Pro 
ſecuting him ; And alſo, That the Petitioner (then a Priſoner) ſpake other more 
ill-natur'd, foul, and trifling Words, which (as is faid) were too long to be there 
repeated ; Wheretore the Provincional Fiſcal the Profecuter, demanded, That he 
the ſaid Feronimy, as a Mutineer and Troubler of the Common Peace, ſhould he 
brought to the Place of Execution, and Whipt to Death; and to have his Goods 
Confiſcated to the uſe of the ſaid Fiſcal, and to pay the Charges of the Suit. Where. 
upon the Governor and Counct Adjudged, that the Demand of the ſaid Fiſcal was 
rightly founded in all its parts, bar 1nClining more to Clemency than the utmoſt 
rigor of Jultice, the ſaid Court (acting in the Name of the States-General, His Ma- 
jelty of Great-Britain, as their Stadtholder, and of the Directors, Patrons, and 
Lords of the faid Colony) Condemned the faid Feronimy Clifford to Seven years Im- 
priſonment in the Fort Sozer/dyke, there to be Chaſtiſed ; likewiſe Fined him in the 
Sum of 150000 pound weight of Sugar, whereof 65000/, to be to the faid Pro- 
vincional £;ſcal, the Proſecutor ; 50000 to the Modical Laſt, alias the Treaſury of 
the Colony, and 49090 for Building a new Houſe of Correction. 

That the Petitioner was on many other Occaſions Oppreſs*d and Fined, as he al. 
ledges, to the value of 20000 /. Srerling and upwards, which the Petitioner offered 
to prove patticularly ; but this Committee not judging it to be the Intention of the 
Houſe, that they ſhould Examine all the particular Damages which the Petitioner, 
{uſtained, which would take up much time— And for that the Petitioners deſire no 
no other Reparation than for what Damages they ſhall make appear when it ſhall 
come to be allowed : 'Theretore this Committee did not enter into a particular Ex- 
mg tion thao bue further find. 
hat the Taid Feronimy remaining in Priſon at Surmam. at length, by means of 
nds in England, Petition'd His Majeſty, fetting forth the Particulars of his Op- 
preflions in S:r:mam, and Higs,Mayjelty was graciouſly pleaſed to order Mr. Blathwayr, 
Secretary of War, to repreſent the Matter to the States-General, who thereupon 
ordered, that the Governor of Surinam ſhould be written to, and ordered to let the 
ſaid Feronimy Clifford depart from Surinam with his Goods qamoleſted, without 
further detaining of him. 

That thereupon the faid Feronimy, after having been near 4. years a Priſoner, was 
Diſcharg'd ; and ſince his coming for Europe, has, for the Injuries done him,and his 
Damages luſtained, ſought Reparation of the Wef-India Company of Holland, to 
whom the {aid Colony of Surinam belongs ; who gave for Anſwer, That they judg'd 
they were not congern'd in that Afﬀair. 

That thereupon the ſaid Zeronimy, according to the Articles of Peace between 
England and Holland, applied by Q@Ptition@ to the States General, and annex'd 
an Account of his Damages ; who laid, It did not concern the Dutch Weſt-India Com- 
pany ; and therefore difmils'd his Suit againſt them ; and Ordered, That in cafe he 
finds he has any juſt Reaſon of Complaint, he muſt demand the ſame at Law (from 
thoſc that he ſuppoſes to have damaged him) before the Ordinary Court of Juſtice, 
as he ſhould be adviſed. 

That this ſeems to be a Publick and National Concern, and the denial of Repara- 
tion is contrary to the Twelfth Article of the Treaty Marine between England and 
Holland, concluded at London the Firſt of December, 1674. whereby Right ought to 
be done for any Unjult Sentences, in Three Months. 

Thar the Matter of the faid Petitioner's Complaint being Examined by F. Yr 
Burcht, and S. Van Schagen, Two Advocates or Counſellors of the States General in 
Holland, they reported, "That Mr. Clifford demanding of the Society of Surinam (by at 
Account delivered in) Damages ſuſtained by ſeveral Unlawful Sentences at Surinam, 
amounting to the Sum of 224718 Guilders 5 Stivers. They had ſeen and examined 
all the reſpe&ive Orders, Sentences, and other Papers of Proof belonging to cacti 
Article of the ſaid Account : And that they are of Opinion, That the {aid Cliffor 
hath been highly injur'd and wrong by the reſpetive Lords Governors and Coun- 
cli of Surinam, by rheir Orders and Sentences rending to ruin him, and make chem- 
{elves Maſters of his Eſtate, and to hinder his tranſporting himſelf and his Goor's, 


ad 


34 
as he was permitted by the Articles of Capitulation at S::uam 3 and that by tlie 
Twelfth Article of the Treaty of Commerce between En2/a2d and Holland, the 
States ought to redrefs the ſame in Three MontI's time. Dated at the Hague the 
zoth of September, eT.-} | 

By all which, it appearing to this Committee that the Petigioners have been 

greatly Injured at Surinam, by the Governor and Council there by detaining their 
Eſtate contrary to the Articles of Capiculation, upon the Surrender of the ſaid 
Colony of Surinam, and by ſeveral unjuſt Sentences, and particularly that of Seven 
Years Impriſonment, together with a very great Fine Impoled upon the faid 
zronimy, for only repreſenting his Grievances by Petition. 
Reſolved, 

That it is the Oppinion of this Committee. that the Houſe be moved, that an 
humble Addreſs be preſented to his Majeſty, that he would be gracioufly 
pleaſed fo to Recommend the Petitioners, That Juſtice may be done them for 
che Damages they have Suſtained at Surinam, 


A true Copy of the Memorial acliver'd in to the States-General by the Extraordinary 
Ambaſſador his Excellency Sir Joſeph Williamſon, mention'd in the Petition. 


Hereas Andrew and Feronimy Clifford, Merchants, late Inhabitants of Suri- 
V »am, having brought their Complaint before His Majeſty in Council, of 
the great Injuſtice which have been done them by the Governors and Dutch Council 
there, the under-written Ambailador Extraordinary of England has received Expreſs 
Orders from the King-his Maſter, to uſe the beſt Office with the States-General, 
that ſpeedy Juſtice may be done them, as well in regard of Tranſporting their Eſtate 
out of the Colony of Surinam, according to what has been ſtipulated by the Arti- 
Cles of Peace in the Year 1 667, as alfo to the great Loſſes and Damages which they 
alledge they have ſince ſuffer*d by a long Impriſonment, and by the immenſe Sums 
_ they have executed from them, under pretence of 'Fines and Pecuniary 
uls. | 
This is what the ſaid Ambaſſador would willingly promiſe himſelf from the wonted 
Juſtice of the States-General, eſpecially fince there is nothing that more imporrs the 
Conſervation of that Alliance and Friendſhip which the two Nations, by the good 
Providence of GOD, find themſelves fo happily joined in thengpto take care on both 
ſides,to have ſpeedy and full Juſtice adminiſtred on all Occaſions, where their Subjects 
may pretend Matters of Complaint one againſt another. 7» the Hague, the Second 


of September, 1 698. Willianf, 
iliam[on. 


Extrai? out of the States-Generals Oftroys or Charters granted to the African 
Company of Holland, Anno 1674. aud to the Inhabitants of the Colony of 
Surinam, Anno 1682, aspllows. We 


HAT the Sentences pronounced within the Limits of theſe Ocroys under 

which Surizam is Included, as well betwixt the Inhabitants againſt each o- 
ther, and allo between the Inhabitants and Strangers, and likewiſe concerning all 
Controverſies within the Limits of theſe Octroys ſhall be counted as Sentences 
pronounced in Holland, by Judge of the Higheſt Courts of Juſtice, in which Caſes 
only Reviſie or Reviale may be deſired of the States. General, or their Deputies ; 
and that no Judge or Court of Judicature in Holland ſhall have any thing to fay 
n ſuch Caſes, except the States-General, or their Deputies. 


Hereby it appears, That the Ordinary Courts of Juſtice in Hlland are not per- 
mitted to intermeddle in Judgments given at Surinam, {o that the States-General's 
referring the Petitioners to Demand Reſtitution by the Ordinary Courts of Juſtice, is 


2 plain Denial of any Reparation to them. 


TheCASE of 
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AND 
ZERONIMY CLIFFORD. 


